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VoL I.— No. 1. Published Fortnighllj: Alhamtat, California, Sept. 15, 1899. 2c— 50c per Year 



"Plutocracy is combining, let the People unite." 

THE SOCIAL REFORM UNION 

Offaiized it Beffalo, N. Y.. Jyly 4, 1899 



OBJECTS — (a) To unite the reform forces of the 
United States in a federated body, in which 
various organizations, while retaining separate 
existence and freedom in pursuing separate lines 
of work, may yet unite for those practical im- 
mediate measures upon which they agree. 

(b) To educate the people at large upon the 
measures upon which the reform forces are 
agreed. 

PRINCIPLES- Adopted by the Buffalo Conference 
without a dissenting vote, but to be voted upon 
and re-adopted or modified each year by a 
referendum vote of the members : 

1 Direct Legislation and Proportional Represen- 
tation. 

2 Public Ownership of Public Utilities. 

3 Taxation of Land Values and (for the time at 
least) of Franchises, Inheritances and Incomes. 

4 Money (gold, silver or paper) issued by Govern- 
ment only, a full legal tender, and in quantity 
sufficient to maintain the normal average of 
prices. 

5 Anti-Militarism. 

MEMBERSHIP— Open to any who accept its 
principles. Those not accepting its principles 
may join its educational classes, or clubs, and 
receive its literature, but may not vote in the 
organization. 

DUES— Membership free. 

For Fortnightly Bulletin, 50 cents per year. 

For the same and Studies, $1 per year. 

For ihe spread of the work, voluntary gifts and 

pledges. 

DEPARTMENTS 

Organization Department— Object: To perfect the 
organisation and Increase the membership In each 
State. Chairman, W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 

Federation Department— Object: To secure the 
federation of reform locieties and clubs, aires dy 
organized, which, without change of name or giving 
up their separate organization and autonomy may 
yet co-operate with the Union. Chairman, Edwin D. 
Whelock, 822 Association Building, Chicago, 111. 

Educational Department— Object : To prepare edu- 
cational leaflets and studies, and to conduct a cor- 
respondence college. Chairman, Pres. T, E. Will, 
A. U.; present address, Manhattan, Kansas; later, 
New York City. 

Lrcturb Department— Object: To prepare and send 
oat lists of lecturers and speakers on sociological 
subjects. Chairman, Prof. Frank Parsons, Boston, 
Mats. 

Press Department— Object: To get the literature 



and thought of the Union into the established and 
reform press (daily, weekly or monthly). Chairman, 
Willis J. Abbott, L. L. B., New York City. 

Library Department— Object : To establish popular 
local sociological libraries in cities, towns and ham- 
lets. Chairman, G. R. Malone, Marshall, Mich. 

Publication Department — Object: To publish a 
fortnightly Bulletin containing news of the move- 
ment and suggestions for workers, and weekly leaflets 
or studies on economic subjects. Chairman, W. D. P. 
Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 

Addresses— Address all communications and make 
all orders or cheeks payable to 8ocial Beform Union, 
Alhambra, Cal. Later the headquarters will be 
Chicago or New York. 



OFFICERS 
President— W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 
Vice-Presidents — , 

Henry D. Lloyd, Chicago, 111. 

George D. Herron. Grinnell, Iowa. 

Hon. S. M. Jones, Toledo, Ohio. 

Hon. J. C. Chase, Haverhill, Mass. 

Rt. Rev. F. D. Huntington, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Edwin D. Mead, Boston, Mass. - 

William D. Howells, New York CityJ; 

Gov. J. R. Rogers, Olympia, Wash,. 

Gov. C. S, Thomas, Denver, Colr\^ 

Gov. H. S. Pingree, Detroit, Mich. 

Ex-Gov. J. P. St. John, Olathe, Kansas. 

Hon. George Fred Williams, Boston, Mass. 

Hon. C. C. Post, Sea Breeze Florida. 

Hon. W. S. Hartman. Bozeman, Montana. 

John S. Crosby, New York City. 

H. W. Reed, Brunswick, Ga. 

Jos. R. Buchanan, New York City. 

J. R. Sovereign, Boise, Idaho. 

Mrs. Florence Kelly, Chicago, 111. 

Rev. B. Fay Mills, Boston, Mass. ^ 

Rev. W. S. Rainsford. New York City. ^ 

Rev. R. Heber Newton. New York City^ 

Rev. F. M. Sprague, Tampa, Florida. 

Mrs. M.S. Severance, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Mrs. N. T. Maynard. Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Mrs. Annie S. Diggs, Topeka, Kansas. 

Albert S. Dulin, Philadelphia. Pa. ^ 

George E. McNeill, Boston, Mass. 

Hon. R. F. Pettigrew, Sioux Falls, S. Dakota. 

Pres. G. Droppers, Vermillion, S. Dakota. 

B. O. Flower, Boston, Mass. . ^ 

Lawrence Gronlund, New York City. 

R. S. Thompson, Springfield, Ohio. 

Hon. J. J. Lentz, Columbus, Ohio. 

Willis J. Abbott, New York City. 

Helen Campbell, Denver, Col. 

Edwin D. Wheelock, Chicago, 111. 
Recordino Secretaries — 

Eltweed Pomeroy, Newark N. J. 

Prof. Frank Parsons, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. E. W. Bemis, Chicago, 111. 
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Tmasu»br — 

N. D. Nelson, 8th and St. Chartat Sta., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
Executive Committee — 

Dr. J. R. Haines, Chairman; F. D. Jones, 

Nathan Cole Jr., Hon. R. A. Dague, Hon. E. 

L. Hutchinson, Wm. F. Burbank, W. H. 

Stuart, G. H. Hewes, W. S. Moore, A. R. 

Sprague, Fred Baker, W. C. Petchner, Frank 

Williams. Wm. H. Knight, Secretary. 27 

Bryson Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 
National Committee — 

One from each State. See page 5. 



ADDRE8SE8 OF GROUP SECRETARIES 

BO FAR AS REPORTED. 

Battle Creek, Mich— E. V. Tuttle, 873 W. Main St. 
Berkeley, Cal.— Henry Stirring, 2029 Virginia St. 
Boston, Mass.— Rev. H. W. Smith, Tufti College, Mass. 
Buffalo, N. Y.— W. S. Rann, 429 Norwood St. 
Chicago, 111.— Rev. F. G. Strickland, 822 Association 

Building. 
Livermore, Ky.— G. W. Hall, Calhoun, Ky. 
Los Angeles. Cal.— W. H. Knight, 27 Bryson Block. 
Marshall, Mich.— A. H. Anson. Marshall. 
New York City— Rev. James Sherwin, 10 Horatio 8t. 
Oakland, Cal.— Burdette Cornell, 906 Broadway. 
Omaha, Neb.— 8. A. Lewis, 120 8. 86th St. 
Philadelphia, Pa.— J. 8. Bonner, 1215 Filbert St. 
St. Louis, Mo.— H. Slickerman, 1209 Union Trust Bldg. 
Toledo, O.— J. J. Brennan, 328 12th St. 
Topeka, Kansas— C. J. Evans, 509 Kansas Ave. 



HOW TO START A CLUB 

1. Send to Social Reform Union, Alhambra, Califor- 
nia, for blanks and literature (in small quantities 
supplied free, in larger quantities at a nominal price ) 

2. Interest a few people in the idea. 
Remember 

(a) much good may be done even by a small club. 

(b) we have different plans adapted to clubs of 
various kinds, the home circle to clubs meeting In 
halls, church societies, college clubs, classes for study 
etc. etc. 

(d) clubs can meet weekly, fortnightly, or monthly, 
as preferred, or even only on occasion, and still do 
great good. 

(e) the Bulletin will contain each month directions 
and materials for all such meetings, so that a club 
once started can keep up the interest, and be sure of an 
interesting program for each meeting. 

3. When a few understand the idea, secure a room, 
or hall, for a single meeting, and without rent, in a 
private house, office, church or other building and 
then invite to it by posts 1 or in any way, as many as 
you think may be interested. A good form of notice is 
" The Social Reform Union, a meeting is called for — 
evening, October— at 8 o'clock, to form a branch of 
the new national union organized at Buffalo July 4. 
led by .such men as W. D. P. Bliss, Pres. ; H. D. Lloyd, 
Professor G. D. Herron, Major 8. M. Jones, George Fred 
Williams, Mrs. A. S. Diggs and many others. .You are 
cordially invited to be present with any frfends. " 

4. At the meeting choose a chairman and secretary 
for the evening and then let some one who has posted 
himself or herself thoroughly on the Union explain its 
working and its departments, to the meeting. 

5. Then vote to organize, even though there be few 
to start at the first, because the Union having definite 
plans for its clubs is sure to grow if it be once started 
in reasonably wise hands. 

6. Read the principles of The Union aloud and then 



pass blanks of s*pe».*ed obtaia gi^yuli •* ft 
stamps, reminding 1 JbAiwmUa* tbsJfcg m ut Mf 
ship there are no dues. 

7. Then from the people who have signed, or fro* ' 
those known to be in favor of the movement, whether 
present or not, elect a temporary organizing com- 
mittee of 5 or 7 to report a constitution and list of 
officers to the next meeting; make the chairman of 
this committee, the man or woman most interested la 
the movement, who has a little time to give to it. Let 
the committee be eon posed of both men and woman 
and so far as possible representative of different par- 
ties, and different circles of church, social and intel- 
lectual interests. Do not elect permanent officers tan 
first evening. 

8. Decide in general what kind of a branch, It Is 
best to form. For different kinds see below. 

9. Decide when and where to meet the. next time. 

10. Pass round sample copies of the Bulletins and 
8tudles of the Union and ask as many as possible to 
subscribe,. then and there, because while membership 
Is free, to be really In touch with the Union, and to 
get and to do the most good, as also to receive the 
leaflets and studies, it is best, though not compulsory 
for each member to subscribe at least for the Bulletin 
and leaflets (50c per year,) and, if possible, for the 
Studies, (50 cents more) or one dollar for all. Explain 
this to the meeting and also explain that even of this 
small sum if it be paid to the secretary of the meeting, 
one half can be kept by him to be turned in later to the 
treasury of the club, for the club's local expenses and 
only one half need be sent with the names and ad- 
dresses to the national headquarters. 

11. Then let the meeting adjourn and let the elected 
Organizing Committee at once get together and decide 
where and when it will meet. 

12. At this meeting of the committee let them agree 
upon some constitution to be reported to the club 
(we print below a suggested form) and let them care- 
fully make out a list of officers to be recommended. 
Then let them decide on a program for the next meet- 
ing and the Club will be launched for its regular work. 



A SUCGESTED CONSTITUTION FOR 

SOCIAL CLUBS. 

This constitution should be changed to suit loeal 
conditions, but no more than necessary, so that ell 
clubs of the Union can have constitutions as nearly 
similar as possible. 

1. The name of this c'ub shall be the— Branch of 
the Social Reform Union. 

2. Its principles shall be the same as those of the 
National Union (See remarks below.) 

1. Direct Legislation and Proportional Representa- 
tion. 

2. Public Ownership of Public Utilities. 

3. Taxation of Land Values and (for the time at 
least) of Franchises, Inheritances and Incomes. 

4. Money (gold, silver or paper) issued by Govern- 
ment only, a full legal tender, and in quantity suffi- 
cient to maintain the normal average of prices. 

5. Anti-Militarism. 

8. Any one may become a member of this club by 
declaring acceptance of its principles. 

4. Membership in the club shall be free, so far ee 
becoming a member of the national organization le 
concerned. To meet local expenses there shall be a 
due of— per month. 

6. As many members as possible snail subscribe) 
through the Secretary of the club for the Fortnightly 
Bulletin and Leaflets of the Union, (50 cents per yaar) 
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Secretary shall eSRr month forward 
#1 half to the National office and turn over the re- 
Minder to the local treasurer for the expenses of the 
IsBl club. 

4 The officers of this club shall be a President, as 
mmj Vice Presidents as the club may elect, a Secre- 
tin, a Treasurer, (which two officers may be the same 
on and who may appoint with the consent of the 
fc\ assistant secretaries or treasurer,) and an ex- 
rttve committee consisting of the President, First 
e President, Secretary, Treasurer and three (or 
e) other members. 
7. These officers shall be elected in the first instance 
«• fhe recommendation of the Organizing Committee, 
at fee first regular meeting after organization and 
ate this annually, by a referendum vote, during the 
BMath of June. 

a, This referendum vote shall be conducted by a 
spatial committee to be chosen by the club at the last 
regular meeting of the club in May. 

I. The off icera shall assume office on the first of 
Jalr each year and retain office one year or till their 
nssatssors be chosen. The only exception to this 
sfcafl be that the officers first elected shall assume 
tittle when elected and continue until the next July, 
wfetft this clause shall be stricken from the constitu- 

ML The duties of the officers shall be those usually 
appertaining to their respective offices, except that all 
teas to the National Union, shall be forwarded by the 
Sseretary monthly to the National Headquarters with 
an aames and addresses. 

VL The Executive Committee shall have charge of 
aS &e financial affairs of the club, of all arrangements 
tor meetings, and shall conduct all referendum votes, 
•xeept the annual election of officers. 

H All questions of general policy or importance 
aat oil amendments to the constitution must be by a 
referendum vote, except that at any meeting when 
then) be present four fifths of the total membership, 
tats rule may be suspended by a three fourths vote. 

IS. On the' petition ot one tenth of the membership 
of Use Club, the Executive Committee must submit 
aay tfeslred resolution to a referendum of the Club, 
psevtded that the Committee may,lf it wish, make this 
eotstttional on the petitioners paying the reasonable 
east of taking such vote. 

M. The Club miay never fuse with any political party 
Mr endorse the candidates of any party, and no mem- 
ber at the Club may be questioned as to his right in 
the Club, because of his preference for any party or 
aalitfcal candidate. 

M. No question may be raised as to the member- 
wktp «f any one in the Club, because of race, color, sex 
ervaHgious preference. 
ls\ The Executive Committee may appoint (with or 
t pay) one or more solicitors, canvassers, lect- 
or other workers, as they may see fit; but no 
1 Organizer of Clubs may be appointed without 
t of the National Executive Committee. 
17. All National officers, committeemen and organ- 
«n shall be ex-offlcio members of the Club's com- 
Jttaas when they are present. 

tk The Club shall meet every except by vote of 

CUb at the previous meeting and notice being 

and except during July and August. The Club 

r must hold at least one meeting during these 



SUGGESTION^ AS TO CONSTITUTIONS 
AND CHOICE OF OFFICERS. 

1. If preferred, Clubs can take any name they choose 
instead of calling themselves Branches of the Union. 

2. In such cases, the Clubs need not be committed 
to the platform of the National Union, but can have 
such principles as they choose, provided that they 
vote that they are in general sympathy with the Union 
and desire to be federated with it. Clubs under the 
name of the Union may not change the national 
principles. 

3. In case of change of name and principles a spe- 
cial committee should be appointed by such Clubs, to 
co-operate with the Union, and to secure assent of as 
many Individual members of the Club as possible to 
the national platform of the Union, to obtain subscrip- 
tions to the Bulletin and Studies, and only those in- 
dividual members of the Club which do assent to the 
national platform will be allowed to vote in the 
National Union. 

4. In this way reform Clubs already organized can 
be federated with the Union without changing their 
names or pinciples. 

5. In the selection of officers, the first Vice Presi- 
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer and members of the 
Executive Committee should be chosen with especial 
regard not to their being well known but being known 
and efflcent works. It is well to choose for President, 
one who is both well known and an earnest worker. 
For Vice Presidents, other than the first, it is well to 
select prominent men and women of various parties 
and sections of the community, provided they believe 
in the priniples of the Union, even If they cannot give 
the cause much time or attention. The Idea is that 
this will show that the Club is not committed to any 
one party, church or circle,but does have the endorse- 
ment of prominent people of all parties, and sections 
of society. The number of Vice Presidents may there- 
fore be large, provided that It be remembered that: 

6. It is very hurtful to a Club, to elect officers and 
especially to announce their election, before It is 
certain that the person elected beleives in the Union 
and will accept. Therefore it is better to appoint an 
organizing committee to report a list of officers to be 
elected at the next meeting when it can be known 
who will accept rather than to run the risk of elect- 
ing on uncertainties. 




SUBJECTS FOR MONTHLY STUDIES 

October— Direct Legislation. 

November — Proportional Representation. 

December— Public Ownership of Public Utilities. 

January — Municipal " " " 

February — National " 

March— The Taxation of Land Values. 

April — The Taxation of Franchises, Inheritances 
and Incomes. 

May — Government Money vs. Bank Money. 

June— Scientific Money. 

July— Postal Savings Banks. 

August— Public Ownership the Only Cure for 
Trusts. Strikes, Government by Injunction and 
Government by the Sword . 

September— Public Ownership, the Key to Short 
Hours and the Employment of the Unemployed. 

Send all Subscriptions, Pledges or Com- 
munications to 

SOCIAL REFORM UNION, 

Alhambra, Cal. 
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FROM CORRESPONDENCE WITH OUR 
VICE PRESIDENTS. 

I like the principles of the Social Reform Union 
immensely. Thank God for what you have 
done. George D. Herron. 

Grinnell, Iowa. 

It is not much in my eighteith year that I can do 
for the cause. I subscribe, however, as an active 
member. F. D. Huntington. 

Bishop of Central New York. 

I am in. God bless you. S. M. Jones. 

Toledo, Ohio. 

Your program will be of immense value. Jones 
and I will each give $25 a month for a few months 
to get it started. N. O. Nelson. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Of course I am glad to be a Vice President. The 
afternoon at the Church of The Carpenter was one 
of my epochs. W. D. Howells. 

• New York City. 

The Platform is one of the best political pro- 
grams for the immediate future which I have seen. 
I will certainly serve as a vice-president. 

Boston, Mass. Edwin D. Mead. 

I will accept the position of vice-president of your 
League. B. F. Pettigrew. 

Sioux Falls, S. Dakota. 

I am in general in sympathy with the reforms 
which your League is organized to forward. 

H. S. Pingree, Governor of Michigan. 

Lansing, Mich. 

My appointment as one of your Vice Presidents, 
under the new form, is satisfactory. 

C. S. Thomas. 

Denver, Col. Governor of Colorado. 

Emphasize the federation of our College with 
your important organization. Willis J. Abbott. 

New York City. 

I certainly shall accept a vice presidency in the 
Social Reform Union, and am much pleased with 
its platform. It is inclusive of the issues which I 
believe to be of supreme importance at the present 
time, saving, perhaps, the imperialism issue which 
may be taken to be included in the fifth article. 

George Fred Williams. 

Boston, Mass. 

It is a wise platform that does not claim too much. 
Chailotte Perkins Stetson. 

Chicago. 

It will give me pleasure to serve. 

J. R. Rogers. 

Olympia. Governor of Washington. 

Of course I accept and feel highly honored by 
the election. H. D. Lloyd. 

Chicago, 111. 



1 will be zladft. #>M t|* orftnli«ti#, aw) 

feel honored in feting as one of the vice presld 
I inclose a check to aid the work. 

R. Heber Newton. 
New York City. All Souls Church. 

The honor is unexpected, but appreciated, and I 
hereby accept. C. C. Post. 

Seabreeze, Fla. 

I am delighted to serve with the Social- Reform 
Union. Thankful is a better word. I am so heart- 
ily a believer in your plan of Union. 

Annie L. Diggs. 

Topeka, Kans. 

I consider the Social Reform Union one of the 
main outcomes of the Buffalo Conference. 

B. Fay Mills. 
Boston, Mass. 

I will gladly accept a place among your vice 
presidents. Wm. S. Rainsford. 

New York City. St. George's Rectory. 

I wish you the best success possible and from 
time to time will send you names. 

Joseph A. Parker. 
Dallas Texas. 

You may. put me down as one of your vice 
presidents. I believe all these movements will 
eventually serve one end. J. C. Chase. 

Social Democratic Mayor of Haverhill, Mass. 
Since your organization is non partizan, 1 will 
serve as a Vice President. R. S. Thompson. 
Springfield Ohio. 



"Yes" 

New York City. 

Put my name down. 
New York City. 



John S. Crosby. 
J. R. Buchanan. 



Disapprove? How can I?— No Sir. I wholly 
approve. Go ahead and straighten out the country. 

George A. Gates. 
Grinnell Iowa. Pres. of Iowa College. 

Yes I approve of your Social Reform Platform. 
Your planks are well chosen and complete. My 
wife and I will each give $ 1 per month. 

Herbert N. Casson. 

New York City. 

I esteem it an honor to aid in promoting your 
principles and purposes, and accept the appoint- 
ment with thanks. W. S. Hartman. 

Bozeman, Montana. 

I have been much disheartened over the dis- 
sensions in the ranks of reformers, and hail with 
joy the advent of a movement that promises to 
secure the retirement of quarrels and the prece- 
dence of principles in the future. C. Vincent. 

Omaha, Nebr. 

I shall feel it an honor to be a Vice President. 

Franklin M. Sprague. 
Tampa, Florida. 

Let me know how I can help. I believe the 
Union one of the greatest things out. 
Boston University. Frank Parsons. 

I very gladly accept my election as a Vice 
President. Laurence Gronlund. 

New York City. 
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National Committeemen 



Hon.R.A.Dague, Ventura 
P. M. Cook, Denver 



S. J. McKnight, Dalton 

J. H. Ferris, Joliet 

Pres. G.R. Gates, Grinnell 
J.W. Breidenthal,Topeka 
J. A. Parker, Louisville 
A. A. Gunby, Monroe 



Geo.F. Washburn, Boston 
Geo. R. Malone, Marshall 



Paul J. Dixon.Chillicothe 
Ella K. Haskel. Montana 

C. Vincent, Omaha 

D. B. Currier, Hanover 
A. L. Wilson, Bon. Brook 

C. B. Matthews, Buffalo 
H. W. Ayer, Raleigh 

H. A. Thompson, Dayton 

C. F. Taylor. Philadelphia 
Geo. Farnell, Pi o vide nee 

A.J. Plowman. Dead wood 
J.H.McDonald, Union C'y 
Milton Park, Dallas 
R. W. Sloan, Salt Lake C'y 



Hon. J. H. Lewis, Seattle 
G. L. Spence, Packersbur* 
R. Schilling, Milwaukee 

Miss H.H.Mitchell,Washn 



DIRECTIONS FOR COMMITTEEMEN, 
CLUB SECRETARIES, ETC. 
t* Please read the Bulletin thoroughly, that you 
understand the working of the organization 
I fts different departments. 

Send us as many names as possible of 
in different counties of your state, or 
ent sections of your city, who are likely to be 
sted in the Union. 

See that an account of the Union gets into 
any papers in your vicinity as possible. 
*_|l Get opportunities for yourself or some mem- 
%£tf the Union to present its work, before as 
ffshr societies, clubs, churches, etc., as may be 
jSfcle. 

ft Everywhere secure enrolment (free), sub- 
fl|Atfon to the Bulletin and Leaflets (50 cents per 
^BPt or to the Bulletin, Leaflets and Studies 
Jff tr year), entrance on the Correspondence 
flHK (various prices — see Bulletin). 




6. If possible start local Social Libraries in your 
community. See notice of Library Department in 
the Bulletin. This may be done in connection 
with some club or group of small clubs, at prices 
very materially lower than those given in the Bulle- 
tin, by avoiding the organizer's commissions: 

7. If you cannot give time to obtaining sub- 
scriptions yourself, get one or more other people 
to do so. Such workers can get large commissions: 

(1) For each subscription to to the Bulletin; 

(2) For each subscription for Studies; 

(3) For each student obtained for the Corre- 
spondence Course; 

(4) For each library placed. 

Creating a club in any city, town, or parish, 
where 20 members will subscribe for the Monthly 
Studies (and this ought easily to be done), will 
thus net the secretary or organizer quite a little sum. 

Even where the members only subscribe for the 
Bulletin, it will amount to something. 

If a few members can be gained for the Cor- 
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reapondence Course, (aa« in tha Bulletin its very 

great advantages) the canvasser can get a good 
sum. Where a large club or a group of small 
clubs can combine and get a library, the commis- 
sion is a very large one. Thus an active young 
man or woman in any city or community, 
especially in any parish or congregation, can do a 
great deal of good, and earn quite a little money, 
by devoting part of the day, or perhaps evenings, 
to the work. 

We Offer these large commissions because we 
want the work to grow — and it pays to pay tho 
workers. 

Let us hear how the work goes. Write us, if 
possible, once a month, however briefly. 

Devoted Work is the Price of Liberty. 

This work promises success. 

SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 
MEETINGS 

SUBJECT — DIRECT LEGISLATION 

1 . Transaction of Business. 

2. Reading of Principles and obtaining of new 

members. 

3. Reading of Leaflet on D. L. to be published 

in Bulletin October 1. 

4. Report on study on D. L. to be printed in 

the Bulletin October 1 . 

5. Other Reports on 

(a) Direct Legislation in Switzerland. See 
J. W. Sullivan's Direct Legislation or 
Encyclopedia of Social Reform, Art. D.L. 

(b) Direct Legislation in the U. S. See 
Art. on D. L. in August Arena, '99. 

(c) Objections to Direct Legislation. See 
Art. on D. L. in August Arena by Eltweed 
Pomeroy. 

(d) Need for and use of Direct Legislation 
See Encyclo. of Social Reform Art. D. L. 

6. Reading or singing of songs (to be printed 

in Bulletin, one each month; thus if each 
member takes Bulletin all will have words 
of song). 

7. Miscellaneous Exercises. 

SEBJECTS FOR FORTNIGHTLY OR WEEKLY 
MEETINGS 

1 . Same as above. 

2. Debate— Resolved. That Direct Legislation 

is applicable to national legislation in a 
large country. 

3. Debate — Resolved, That Reformers should 

concentrate all present political demands 
oil Direct Legislation. 

4. Debate— Resolved, That Direct Legislation 

will make representative government 

wholly unnecessary. 
References: Encyclopedia of Social Reform — 
Articles, Direct Legislation, Switzerland, Referen- 
dum and Initiative, Corruption in Politics, Democ- 
racy, etc., J. W. Sullivan's Direct Legislation, 
Nathan Cree's D. L., Eltweed Pomeroy's D. L. 
Record (address Newark, N. J.) 




CHURCH SOCIETIES 

Branches of the Union or at least federated with 
the Union can be started in almost any church, 
when the pastor or any member takes an interest. 
It is suggested that these be called Golden Rule 
Clubs, like Major Jones well known club in Toledo. 
They need not be committed to the platform of 



the Union, but ofMN lufafirm elmfOe t 

" The aim of this club shall be the application o! I 
Golden Rule to social, industrial and political life.*' 
"Any one who beleives in this may become a 
member of the club." This makes the club so 
simple that any one can join it and it ought to be 
possible to start such a club any where. It can 
then vote to be federated with the Union to receive 
its literature, and have the advantage of Its studies. 
A committee also should be appointed to get as 
many individual members as possible to join the 
Union.' 



BIBLE CLASS STUDIES 

Bible classes in Sunday Schools might co 
rate with the Union in the same way and puma 
the Union studies, exactly like a club society. 

SUBJECTS 

October — The Religious Basis of Democracy. 

November — The Divine State. 

December— The Christian Idea of Nationality, 

January — Cities of God. 

February — The Reformation of the State. 

March— The Bible Doctrine of Land. 

April— The Bible Doctrine of Wealth. 

May — Mammonism. 

June — The Debt of Love. 

July— The Duty of the Individual to the State. 

August— Relation of the State to the Individ**!. 

September — Christ's Method in Reform. 

WEEKLY SUBJECTS FOR OCTOBER 

1. God's Democracy, in letting men chftoee 
their own course even though they err and tin, 
rather than forcing Heaven upon them. Its resilie. 
Its estimate of man's place in nature. References, 
Gen. iii. 1-5; Joshua xxiv. 15; Luke xv.; Phillip- 
plans ii. 12: Rev. vii. 14. Question: Should a 
Christian nation force a higher civilization on an 
inferior people? 

2. The Democracy of the Old Testament, er a 
Training in National Righteousness. Referentes, 
Numbers xxvi. 52-56; Lev. xxv. 14 and 35-38; I. 
Sam. viii. 1-22. Question: Who should make a 
nation's laws? 

3. The Democracy of the New Testament. 
Matt, xxiii. 8-12: Acts ii. 41-45 and iv. 32-35. 
Question: Is the Church Democratic today? 

4. The Necessary Democracy of the Life of 
Love. Matt. v. 23-24; Mark xii. 30-31; James ii. 
1-9; John i. 9 1 1 and iii. 9-14. Question: Is true 
charity almsgiving and "scientific charity" or a 
life of love? 

5. Love the Key to Democracy. Romans xili. 
10; Cor. v. 14. Question: Historically has strife 
for liberty of the individual actually brought "Lib- 
erty, Equality, Fraternity." Study the Fread* 
Revolution and American Introduction. Or ba* 
sacrifice for others made men brotherly? Is Row- 
seau or Christ the true philosopher? 

References for October: Canon Freeman's The 
World the Subject of Redemption; Herron's The 
Redemption and the Christianity Society; Encyclo- 
pedia of Social Reform, articles, Judaism, ChurcJa 
and Social Reform, Christian Socialism. 



The sweet persuasion of His voice respects thy sanotHJr 
of will. 

He giveth day ; thou hast thy choice to walk in dark- 
ness still. 

—Whittle*. 
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Sanitation depaRthent 
^airman, W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 
\ desired at once to complete the organization 
ftrol members in every section of the land. 
" , member of the Union is asked to help in 

- suggesting names for state or county com- 

nen, and by enrolling members, 
factions for committee men and for establish- 
cal branches will be found elsewhere. 



(a) home circles. 
ubs or circles of a very ' simple but practical 
|re can be formed to meet in private houses in 
neighborhood, and pursue the regular studies 
ned by the educational department. Each 
kber should if possible subscribe at least for the 
fetin and Leaflets, (50 cents per year) which 
five him or her, the subjects for study, and 
nost necessary information, upon them. The 
|ctin will also publish* a programme for each 
ting. At least one or more members of the 
\ should also subscribe for the monthly Studies 
[per year) which will help in further reading, 
: as many as possible should take the corres- 
ence course, Social features can be added as 
ed. 

(b) central clubs. 

,£Xubs can be organized to meet in halls, weekly, 

■■brightly or monthly. In large cities, a general 

4pfc of the whole city could meet once a month in 

~ * ntral place, and then organize little groups to 

t as often as desired in various portions of the 

in private houses' or halls or churches etc. 

|tke general meeting good speakers should be 

red. The smaller groups should follow the 

; and programme, printed each month in the 

etin. In such cases the general city club 

Ud appoint a committee to arrange for strong 

ral meetings and also to start the group meet- 

i in as many parts of the city or surrounding 

; as possible. 

Ac) CHURCH SOCIETIES AND SOCIAL BIBLE CLASSES. 
(D) COLLEGE AND ACADEMIC SOCIETIES. 

* FEDERATION DEPARTMENT 

■ 

Chairman, Edwin D. Wheelock, Chicago, 111. 
Ute aim of this department is to federate with 
tlM Social Reform Union as many reform organiz- 
afttoas as possible. To be federated with the 
Union, organizations need not give up their sepa- 
names, methods, or principles. They can 
iin perfectly free to conduct their own work 
• their own name, in their own way. It is not 
i necessary that all their members accept the 
principles of the Social Reform Union. All that is 
MOtesary is that such organizations be in general 
•jrmpathy with the aims of the Union, and co- 
operate with it. 

A committee of co-operation should be appointed. 
A* many individual members as possible should 
jflta the Union. 

Those organizations already co-operating with 
Um Union are the newly established College of 
W Science, the National Christian Citizenship 
% ue. the Golden Rule Club of Toledo, Ohio, 
Bellamy Clubs of St. Louis, the Order of 
blI Laborers of California. It is hoped to 
jly extend this list. Address communications 
ott this subject to Edwin D. Wheelock, 822 Associ- 
Building. Chicago, 111. 



LecrurtB department 
Chairman. Prof. Frank Parsons. 

This department will prepare and publish a list 
of able sociological lecturers, giving their names 
and addresses, lists of subjects, most available 
days or periods, and their terms. 

Among these lecturers will be George D. Herron. 
Mayor S. M. Jones, Pres. George A. Gates, Rev. 
B. Fay Mills, W. D. P. Bliss, Dr. H. W. Thomas, 
Eltweed Pomeroy, Prof. Frank Parsons, E. W. 
Bemis, J. R. Commons, D. H. Ward. T. E. Will, 
Mr. John S. Crosby, N. O. Nelson, Mrs. Annie S. 
Diggs, J. W. Bridenthal. Miles M. Dawson, Law- 
rence Gronlund, Henry D. Lloyd, ReV. L. Williams. 

Lecturers desiring to be on this list or knowing 
of those whose names should be here, are request- 
ed to send names, address, qualifications, subjects, 
available dates desired, terms, etc., to 

Prop. Frank Parsons, 

Mt. Holly, N. J. 



EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT 

Chairman, Pres. T. E. Will, Manhattan, Kansas. 

This important department of the Union's work 
is conducted for the Union, by the faculty of the 
newly established College of Social Science, viz.: 
Thomas E. Will, A. M., President of the Kansas 
State Agricultural College.; Frank Parsons, B.C.E. 
of the Boston University Law School; Edward W. 
Bemis, Ph D.,late of Chicago University and of 
the Kansas Agricultural College; John R. Com- 
mons. A. M„ late of Syracuse University; Duren 
H. Ward, Ph. D., also of the Kansas Agricultural 
College; Willis J. Abbott, A. B„ LL. B., recently 
editor of the New York Journal; and Rev. J. W. 
Caldwell, A. M., founder of Leclair Academy. 

These gentlemen will prepare the educational 
literature of the Union and conduct an educational 
correspondence course. 

The educational literature will consist of 

(1) Popular Leaflets, to be published with the 
Bulletin of the Union, one each month, on some 
portion of the platform of the League. Price (with 
the Bulletin) 50 cents per year; single copies, 50 
cents per hundred. 

(2) Monthly Studies, or 8-page studies of the 
same subjects, together with questions for research 
and references for further reading. Price (with 
the Bulletin) $1 per year; single copies, $3 per 
hundred. 



A CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
For those who would pursue further studies. 



Can one learn by correspondence? Ask the 
great Chautauqua and Cosmopolitan Universities, 
the correspondence schools now springing up, the 
numerous home law schools, and the correspond- 
ence department of the now renowned University 
Extension movement. What is ordinary college 
work but reading and hearing the teacher read or 
talk to you? In the correspondence course the 
teacher sends all the reading to you. He makes the 
explanations in the college bulletins, tells you what 
to read in the way of books, systematizes and di- 
rects your work so that your time and labor are di- 
rected to definite and useful ends, and makes all 
needed explanations in private letters exactly 
adapted to your particular case. 

The following studies will be ready for corres- 
pondence by September 20, 1899: 
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1. History; The Nineteenth Century: The 
Greatest Movements of the Create* Age. 

2. Literature: Social Ideals in Literature, or 
Utopias from Plato to Howells. 

3. Econonics: The Principles of Economics: 
How Nations Are Fed. 

4. Economics; Evolution of Industrial Monop- 
olies and Trusts. 

5. Finance: American Monetary History. 

6. Ethics: The Origin, Evolution and Con- 
summation of Morality. 

7. Civics: The Science of Citizenship. 



THE PLAN PROPOSED 

1. The Lesson. We furnish at intervals in 
leaflet form or through the press a lesson or "bul- 
letin" carefully and concisely prepared. At the 
end of the lesson and sometimes in the text we 
g ve references to books the student is recom- 
mended or required to read. Following this comes 
a list of suggestive questions on the lesson. By 
the use of these the student may test his knowledge 
of the lesson and prepare for the coming examina- 
tion. 

2. Students* Questions. Whatever pains the in- 
structor may have taken to make himself clear, not 
every point will be intelligible to every student. 
The student is invited to write the college stating 
his difficulty. It is a part of its business to reply 
and it will do so cheerfully and as often as neces- 
sary. In doing so be sure to follow the directions 
provided for those who ask questions. 

3. The Examination. With his first lesson the 
student receives a set of examination questions 
covering his first two or three lessons. When he 
has mastered the lessons thus covered he takes his 
examination questions and with ink, on one side 
only of clean foolscap paper, he answers carefully 
each question. He then mails this examination 
paper in an envelope* furnished by the college. 
This examination paper is carefully corrected. The 
student's errors and the improvements suggested 
by the instructor are indicated in writing or by 
signs. Each paper is graded. If t^e student attains 
a grade of 80 per cent he is "passed;* * otherwise 
he is expected to take a second examination on the 
subject covered by this examination or such por- 
tion of the subject as his instructor may deem nec- 
essary. On attaining the required grade he is passed. 
The student now prepares carefully the text of two 
or three lessons — as indicated to him — and takes an 
examination on these, the questions having been 
mailed to him with the letter informing him that he 
had passed his last examination. Thus he contin- 
ues until the study is completed. 

4. Continuous Work. On mailing his exami- 
nation paper the student takes up his next lessons. 
On this and snbsequent lessons he occupies him- 
self while his papers are on the road and are being 
examined. Thus time is economized. 



1. All charges lo*j tnetruction until completion 
of study. i 

2. All postage da College Bulletin*. Examina- 
tion Questions, Corrected Work, and Special Infor- 
mation sent by the College. 

3. All College Bulletins and Examination 
Questions used in teaching. 

4. AH the Text-books and Pamphlets prescribed 
as required readings. 

5. The privilege of Consulting the College on 
matters pertaining to study after completing. 

For all information as to the Correspondence 
Course or the Educational Department address, 
Pres. Thomas E. Will 

Manhattan, Kansas. 



TUITION CHARGES 

In In- 
STUDIES. Cash, ments. 

|5atfttart 

1. Nineteenth Century History . $10 $12 

2. Social Ideals, etc. . . . • . 12 14 

3. Economic Principles ... 10 12 

4. Industrial Monopolies ... 10 12 

5. American Monetary History . 8 10 

6. Origin etc. of Morality ... 10 12 

7. Science of Citizenship ... 10 12 
These charges cover: 



LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

Conducted for the Social Reform Union by the 

National Co-operative Library Association and 
Publishing Co. of Marshall, Mich. 

This association is incorporated under the laws 
of Michigan for the purpose of establishing social 
reform libraries in every city and village in the 
country. 

The library contains 375 books by the best au- 
thors in Europe and America and covers every 
phase of the economic and social reform problems. 
The works of Bellamy, Herron. Sheldon, George, 
Gronlund, Bemis, Parsons, Commons, Bryan. An- 
drews, Delmar, Warner, Harvey, Stewart, Teller, 
Vrooman, Riis. Marx, Jones, Blatchford, Ely, 
Howells, and scores of other authors of national 
and international reputation are included. 

This library can be secured either in whole or in 
part; the general plan being to organize five branch 
associations of 75 members each in a county or 
district, to whicn sections of 75 books are sent at a 
time, said section being changed quarterly, thus 
reducing the cost to each community, yet offering 
an opportunity each association to read all the 
books in the library. Plans for smaller libraries 
are also offered. 

The membership fee is only 50 cents and entitles 
each holder of a certificate to a catalogue contain- 
ing a full list and description of each book together 
with the library rules, etc. Members of this asso- 
ciation are also offered the opportunity of purchas- 
ing books at from 20 to 33 1-3 per cent less than 
the list price and subscribing for magazines at re- 
duced rates, this feature alone being well worth the 
membership fee. 

Organizers are wanted and earnest reformers are 
urged to push the work and place a library on some 
one of the several plans offered in every nook and 
corner of our land. Full information regarding 
this great movement furnished on application. 

Address, The National Co-operative Library As- 
sociation and Publishing Co., Marshall, Mich. 



PRESS DEPARTMENT 

Chairman— Willis J. Abbot, New York City. 

This department, perhaps the most important of 
all, has for its work the getting of the matter of the 
Union into the daily, weekly and monthly estab- 
lished press. 

Each member of the Union is aked to co-operate 
with it, by writing an article about the Union, or 
selecting some of its printed matter, and getting it 
into as many papers in their vicinity as possible. 
Remember to give the address of the Union, at 
Alhambra, Cal., so that those interested in it may 
know where to write. 
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) ft -THE BULLETIN 



Of The Social Reform Union 



Vol. I.— No. 2. 



Published Fortnightly: Alhambra, California, Oct. 1, 18 



2c — 50c per Year 



" Plutocracy is combining, let the People unite." 

THE SOCIAL REfORM UNION 

Organized at Buffalo, N. Y.. July 4, 1899 



Objects -(a) To unite the reform forces of the United 
States in a federated body, in which various organzi- 
ations, while retaining separate existence and free- 
dom in pursuing separate lines of work, may yet un- 
ite for those practical immediate measures upon 
which they' agree. 

(b) To educate the people at large upon the measures 
upon which the reform forces are agreed. 
Principles— Adopted by the Buffalo Conference with- 
out a dissenting vote, but to be voted upon and re- 
adopted or modified each year by a referendum vote 
of the members : 

1 Direct Legislation and Proportional Representa- 
tion. 

2 Public Ownership of Public Utilities. 

3 Taxation of Land Values and (for the time at 
least) of Franchises, Inheritances and Incomes. 

4 Money (gold, silver or paper) issued by Govern- 
ment only, a full legal tender, and in quantity suffi- 
cient to mantain the normal average of prices. 

5 Anti-Militariam. 

Mem ben hip— Open to any one who accept its prin- 
ciples. Those not accepting its principles may join 
its educational classes, or clubs, and receive its liter- 
ature, but may not vote in the organization. 
Does— Membership free. • 

For Fortnightly Bulletin, 50 cents per year. 

For the same and Studies. $1 per year. 

For the spread of the work, voluntary gifts and 
pledges. 



DEPARTMENTS 

Organization Department— Object; To perfect the 
organization and increase the membership in each 
State. Chairman, W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 

Federation Department— Object: To secure the 
federation of reform societies and clubs, already 
organized, which, without change of name or giving 
up their separate organization and autonomy may 
yet co-operate with the Union. Chairman, Edwin D. 
Wheelock, 822 Association Building, Chicago, III. 

Educational Department— Object: To prepare edu- 
cational leaflets and studies, and to conduct a cor- 
respondence college. Chairman, Pres. T, E. Will, 
A. M ; present address, Manhattan, Kansas; later, 
New York City. 

Lecture Department— Object : To prepare and send 
out lists of lecturers and speakers on sociological 
subjects. Chairman, Prof. Frank Parsons, Boston, 
Mass. 

Press Department— Object: To get the literature 
and thought of the Union into the established and 
reform press (daily, weekly or monthly). Chairman. 
Willis J. Abbott, New York City. 

Library Department— Object: To establish popular 
local sociological libraries in cities, towns and ham- 
lets. Chairman, G. R. Malone, Marshall, Mich. 

Publication Department — Object: To publish a 
fortnightly Bulletin containing news of the move- 
ment and suggestions for workers, and weekly leaflets 
or studies on economic subjects. Chairman, W. D. P. 
Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 

Addresses— Address all communications and make 
all orders or checks payable to Social Reform Union, 
Alhambra, Cal. 



OFFICERS 
President— W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 
Vice-Presidents — 

Henry D. Lloyd. Chicago, 111. 

George D. Herron. Grinnell, Iowa. 

Hon. S. M. Jones, Toledo, Ohio. 

Hon. J. C. Chase, Haverhill. Mass. 

Rt. Rev. F. D. Huntington, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Edwin D. Mead, Boston, Mass. 

William D. Howells, New York City. 

Gov. J. R. Rogers, Olympia, Wash. 

Gov. C. S. Thomas, Denver, Col. 

Gov. H. S. Pingree, Detroit, Mich. 

Ex-Gov. J. P. St. John, Olathe, Kansas. 

Hon. George Fred Williams, Boston, Mass. 

Hon. C. C. Post, Sea Breeze Florida. 

Hon. W. S. Hartman, Bozeman, Montana. 

Hon. A. M. Todd, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

John S. Crosby. New York City. 

H. W. Reed, Brunswick, Ga. 

'Jos. R. Buchanan, New York City. 

J. R. Sovereign, Boise, Idaho. 

Mrs. Florence Kelly, Chicago, 111. 

Rev. B. Fay Mills, Boston, Mass. 

Rev. W. S. Rainsford. New York City. 

Rev. R. Heber Newton. New York City. 

Rev. F. M. Sprague, Tampa,* Florida. 

Mrs. C. M. S. Severance, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Mrs. N. T. Maynard. Salt Lake City; Utah. 

Mrs. Annie S. Diggs, Topeka, Kansas. 

Albert S. Dulin, Philadelphia, Pa. 

George E. McNeill, Boston, Mass. 

Hon. R. F. Pettigrew. Sioux Falls, S. Dakota. 

Hon. S. S. Harvey, Pensacola, Fla. 

Pres. G. Droppers, Vermillion, S. Dakota. 

Pres. George A. Gates, Grinnell, Iowa. 

B. 0. Flower, Boston, Mass. 

Lawrence Gronlund. New York City. 

R. S. Thompson, Springfield, Ohio. 

Hon. J. J. Lentz, Columbus. Ohio. 

Willis J. Abbott. New York City. 

Helen Campbell. Denver, Col. 

Edwin D. Wheelock, Chicago, ill. 
Recording Secretaries — 

Eltweed Pomeroy, Newark N. J. 

Prof. Frank Parsons, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. E. W. Bemis. Chicago, 111. 
Treasurer — 

N. O. Nelson, 8th and St. Charles Sts., St. 
Louis. Mo. 
Executive Committee — 

Dr. J. R. Haines, Chairman; F. D. Jones, 

Nathan Cole Jr., Hon. R. A. Dague, Hon. E. 

L. Hutchinson. Wm. F. Buroank, W. H. 

Stuart, G. H. Hewes, W. S. Moore. A. R. 

Sprague, Fred Baker, W. C. Petchner, Frank 

Williams. Wm. H. Knight, Secretary. 27 

Bryson Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 
National Committee — 

One from each State. 
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Entered at the postoftice as second-class matter 

HOW THE UNION'S PLANS ARE 
RECEIVED 

FROM A CLERGYMAN. 

The plans of the Union interest me greatly. I 
agree heartily with the five points of the new 

movement but what 1 am 

chiefly and intensely concerned is that we shall 
keep the movement ethical and spiritual even 
more than economic and political. I increasingly 
feel that nothing will avail until we shall have a 
new heart and a new soul. And I increasingly 
feel that the times are ripe for a tremendous 
moral and religious upheaval. . . I fear a 
new party. I can rejoice with unmingled rejoic- 
ing in a new crusade. I like your definite plan 
greatly. Count on me for $10 a month and I 
will do my best to double it. 

R. HEBER NEWTON. 

All Souls Rectory, New York. 



FROM A LAWYER. 

God bless you and the Social Reform Union. 
I am with you heart and hand. I will do what I 
can for the propaganda of the Faith. Find check 
enclosed. 

FROM A WORKINGMAN. 
I am in hearty sympathy with the proposed 
movement of sending out trained men to educate 
the people. It is my conviction that money judi- 
ciously spent along that line will dollar for dollar, 
do more toward ushering in the Kingdom of God 
on earth than money spent in any other way. 
At present 1 do not feel that I can promise to 
give more than $i per month, which I may be 
unable to continue, should I at any time be out 
of work, though there may be times when 1 can 
give some more. 



FROM A BUSINESS MAN. 
During the last decade I have been an ardent 
student of the social question and the remedies 
offered for the permanent cure of the evil. But 
of all reform movements none have attracted my 
attention as much as this organization of your 
Union. An account of it should be printed and 
sold at cost to members for distribution. I wish 
to order the first iooo. 

FROM A SETTLEMENT WORKER. 
1 am in hearty sympathy with your movement 
and hope that good things may come out of it. 
If I can serve the cause let me know. 

FROM A BIBLE-CLASS TEACHER. 
1 like your Bible course very much indeed and 
am creating quite an interest in my class. 

FROM A LADY. 

["Lady" means bread distributor. This lady 
is distributing living bread.— Ed.] 

1 take great pride in distributing our Social 
Reform Union literature. It is clear, concise and 
correct; absolutely unobjectionable and unan- 
swerable. 1 think you had better send me ioo of 
each Leaflet and Study. 

FROM A PASTOR. 
Please enter subscription for 20 Lesson Papers 
and Leaflets for a club I have organized among 
the men of our church. The suggested course 
of studies is capital. 

FROM A WORKER. 
1 am becoming very much interested in your 
plan. I believe it is just what we have been 
looking for. Its non-political character will se- 
cure its entrance into many a home where other- 
wise it could not go. 1 believe we can organize a 
Social Reform club in every township in our 
county. At least two of your leaflets, "After the 
Buffalo Conference, What? " and "Direct 
Legislation, the Cure for Present Political Ills," 
ought to be sown broadcast. What is your 
best price in thousand lots? 

Sec'y County Committee. 

FROM ANOTHER PASTOR. 
Last night I spoke of the Social Reform Union 
to our men's club and with one voice it was ap- 
proved and our men enrolled their names with 
enthusiasm. We are with you heart and soul. 
1 believe it to be the most ingenious and promis- 
ing plan that has so far been devised. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 



The National Executive Committee of the Union are arranging to have 
Rev. W. D. P. Bliss travel for some months on an organizing tourfor the Union. 
It is proposed that he go East, from Los Angeles to Chicago, via Northern 
California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. At Chicago it is proposed to hold a Workers' Conference about 
December 29, and then to have Mr. Bliss make his headquarters in that city 
for several weeks, lecturing in the vicinity, and in the neighboring States; and 
the last of February go to New York and do the same in that vicinity. 

His headquarters in Chicago will be 822 Association Building. In New 
York he will deliver a course of lectures for Dr. R. Heber Newton of All Souls 
Church, and from that center go where the work calls. 

Clubs or others desiring lectures from him are asked to correspond with 
him at once, as he is now arranging dates. THERE WILL BE NO CHARGE WHAT- 
EVER FOR MR. BLISS* LECTURES, for points on his route, and for points not on 
his route, only expenses from the nearest point he reaches. Thus the only cost 
to any committee wising a leture will be for local expenses, and these, if churches 
can be secured at little or no cost, will be a minimum. Mr. Bliss prefers to 
speak in churches. He also desires that at his lectures NO COLLECTION BE 
TAKEN UP, unless absolutely necessary to meet the local expense. He does ask, 
however, that everywhere people have a chance to subscribe for the educational 
publications of the Union, as the sole object of this trip is to spread the Union's 
thought. 

Committees west of Chicago on his proposed route are specially asked to 
write at once if they desire a lecture, as Mr. Bliss can only speak at one or two 
places in each State. 



Pi Conference 



It is an important part of this plan that a Conference of Workers for the 
Union be held at Chicago on or about December 29, with a public meeting 
perhaps Sunday, December 31. Any workers of the Union who can be in 
Chicago at that time are notified now so that they can plan accordingly. 

Definite announcement will be made in further issues. 

At the Chicago conference it is hoped that arrangements may be made for 
putting other organizers into the field. 

WILLIAM H. KNIGHT, Secretary. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, November 15, 1899. 
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HINTS FOR BIBLE LESSONS IN SOCIAL REFORM 



BIBLE CLASS SUBJECTS 

THE SUBJECTS FOR EACH MONTH WILL BE 
October - The Religious Basis of Democracy 

November The Divine State 

December - The Christian Idea of Nationality 

January - Cities of God 

February - The Reformation of the State 

March The Bible Doctrine of Land 

April The Bible Doctrine of Wealth 

May -------- Mammonism 

June ------- The Debt of Love 

July - - - The Duty of the Individual to the State 
August - - - Relation of the State to the Individual 
September - - - _ Christ's Method in Reform 



Subject for December: "Christ and Nationality" 



DECEMBER 3. 

THE PREPARATION FOR CHRIST IN THE 
JEWISH NATION 
We learned in November that Christ has a 
message for Society as well as Individuals. We 
ask now what is Christ's message for that 
organic unity which we call the Nation and 
trace this first in the teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment. The Old Testament was a revelation to 
a nation. It tells of individuals, but of indi- 
viduals in their national relation. From the 
call of Abraham (Gen. xii., 1-3) it traces the 
growth of a family and of a people. Its whole 
moral teaching is political, institutional, national. 
The first duty to every Jewish male child was to 
circumcize it, as a symbol of the covenant to 
Abraham and his posterity (Gen. xvii., 10). 
The first thing every Gentile male had to do 
who desired to embrace Judaism was to be cir- 
cumcized as a symbol that he joined that race. 
The Jewish woman's first duty was to obey the 
national law. The child's first duty was to 
honor God and obey its parents. Then came 
all the conventional and moral law. All was 
national. The law was given to the Jews — not 
as individuals, but as Jews. Could not the 
Jew take interest from foreigners? (Deut. xxiii., 
20). Could foreigners not be enslaved? (Deut. 
xxv., 44-46). Even killed? (Deut. xx., 16M7). 
Did not the law in every way distinguish be- 
tween a Jew and a foreigner? To the Jew was 
assured access to land, the use of tools, relief in 
distress, the remission of debts, etc., but one 
had to be a Jew to gain all this. The law was 
thus not given to individuals irrespective of their 
national relation, but only to them as members 
of the nation.- Is not God Himself commonly 



called, in the Old Testament, the God of Abra- 
ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob? Are not the Jews 
spoken of as chosen? (Deut. x. 15), "a peculiar 
people" (Deut. xiv., 2), "a peculiar treasure" 
(Psalm cxxxv., 4)? Why was this nationalism 
thus taught? May it not have been that God, 
seeing how dependent is the individual upon 
environment, and recognizing the power of 
nationality, IN ORDER EVENTUALLY TO BLESS 
ALL NATIONS (" In thy seed shall all the na- 
tions of the earth be blessed" (Gen. xxii., 18) 
took first ONE nation, separated it from all 
others, by distinctive laws, ritual, history, and 
sought to make it righteous? Did God not also 
recognize national evolution, by taking this 
Jewish nation, as it was — ignorant, addicted to 
polytheism, idolatry, polygamy, slavery, and 
other evils — and gradually, by law, first temper 
and finally overthrow these evils? When 
Christ came the Jews had evolved, out of 
polytheism, idolatry, polygamy, slavery. These 
scarcely existed for Jews in Christ's day. Per- 
haps never did a nation evolve faster in morals. 
God thus prepared a nation to receive Christ. 

DECEMBER 10. 

CHRIST AND NATIONALITY. 
In Christianity, there is "neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free" for all are one in Christ 
Jesus (Gal. iii., 628). Is not Christ called "a 
light to lighten the Gentiles"? (Luke ii., 32). 
Is it not said that "in His name shall the 
Gentiles trust"? (Matt, xii., 21). Does not the 
New Testament teach us that "God is no 
respecter of persons, but in every nation he that 
feareth Him and worketh righteousness is ac- 
cepted with Him" (Acts x., 34-35)? 

But does this mean that Christ recognizes no 
such thing as nationality, or that He recognizes 
all nationalities? 
Did He come to destroy the Old Testament law 
or to fulfil it and apply it to all peoples? (Matt, 
v., 17-18). How many times is the word 
" nation " used in the Old Testament? Answer: 
About 391 times. How many times in the New 
Testament? Answer: 64. Did not Christ bid 
us preach His Gospel to all nations? (Matt, 
xxviii., 19). Are we not told that He died for 
all nations? (John xi., 52). Are we not to bring 
to God "the glory and honor of the nations"? 
(Rev. xxi., 26). 

Can we not see in history, too, that God 
makes use of all nations? Has not every nation 
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an individuality and some great purpose to work 
out? Is not all history sacred? Is not every 
race "peculiar" for something? Just as to the 
Jew was given the Social Law, was not to the 
Egyptian given the gift of power, to the Greek, 
the gifts of beauty and language, to the Roman, 
jurisprudence? To the modern Frenchman is 
there not given brilliant idealism, to the Ger- 
man, scholarship, to the Anglo-Saxon, achieve- 
ment? In the development of Socialism have 
not the Greeks, in Plato and Aristotle, given us 
the philosophic idea? To Jews, Moses and 
Christ, does Socialism not owe its moral law, 
the eternal " ought"? Did Romans not develop 
the conception of legalized unity? Have the 
French — in St. Simon, and Lamennais, and 
Fourier, and Cabet— not given us Utopian 
Socialism? Have the Germans— in Hegel, and 
Fichte, and Karl Marx, and Lassalle (the two 
last, Jews also) — not developed the doctrine and 
detail of Socialism? Are Anglo-Saxons not 
putting it into practice faster than any other 
race? May we not see that each nation has a 
gift, that each nation is called of God? Christ 
came not to destroy nationality, but to bless all 
nations. 

DECEMBER 17. 

INTERNATIONALISM. 
Christians, then, should love their nation, 
live for, serve, delight in their national life; but 
does that mean that they are to hate other 
nations, make war against them, conquer them, 
destroy them ? Does Christian love stop at the 
end of our national domain? 

" If there breathe on earth a slave, 
Are ye truly free and brave? 
If ye do not feel the chain, 
When it works a brother's pain, 
Are ye not base slaves indeed, 
Slaves unworthy to be freed? 

Is true freedom but to break 
Fetters for our own dear sake. 
And with leathern hearts forget 
That we owe mankind a debt? 
Nol True freedom is to share 
All the chains our brother wear, 
And with heart and hand to be 
Earnest to make others free ! " 

Is there not true Christianity in Tom Paine's 
"The world is my country; to do good my 
religion"? Does the love of God know any 
bounds? (John iii., 16, x., 16; Eph. ii., 13-22; 
Gal. Hi., 28; I. Cor. xv., 22-25). Is not Christi- 
anity, in its inmost essence, a missionary reli- 
gion? What is called the Great Command of 
Christ? (Matt, xxviii., 19, and Mark, xvi., 
15). 



Has not England a duty in Africa, and the 
United States in the Philippine Islands? Should 
we not expand our love and education and 
Christianity? Are England and the United 
States expanding love and education and Chris- 
tianity in Africa and in the Philippine Islands? 

Is there not a duty and a chance to develop 
international arbitration and cooperation, the 
strong helping the weak? 

" Till the war-drums beat no longer 
and the battle flags are furled 
In the Parliament of man, 

the federation of the world." 

DECEMBER 24. 

1 THE SOCIAL ADVENT 

Is Christmas not a great Socialist feast, com- 
memorating the birth of the first great Socialist? 
Have we thought how revolutionary was Mary's 
hymn? " He hath put down the mighty from 
their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He 
hath filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he hath sent empty away." (Luke i., 52- 
53). Does it not seem, at times, as if Modern 
Christianity has been captured by the rich — and 
that Modern Christianity filled the rich with 
good things and sent the poor empty away? 

Do we realize that the early Christians were 
called those who turned the world upside down? 
(Acts xvii., 6). 

Is the giving of alms and of relief, the building 
of hospitals, of libraries, the endowing of col- 
leges and galleries, all that Christ asks of the 
rich? (Matt, xix., 16-26). 

Does Christianity mean charity or equality? 
(Matt, xxiii., 9-12). 

When rich men pay low wages, or corner the 
market, and out of men's misfortunes clear 
millions and then give a little of it to some 
benevolence — is it Christianity? 

In Armenia there is a chapel built by robbers, 
who enrich it out of their robberies; are there 
any such chapels in the United States? 

Nevertheless, does not the very fact that these 
questions are beginning to be asked in the 
churches, the very fact of widespread social 
unrest, and, above all, the unrest of the social 
conscience, indicate that we are drawing near to 
a social advent? 

Is Socialism even thought of in lands where 
the Christian ideal is not taught ? Does one 
hear of Hindo Socialism, Chinese Socialism, 
Mohammedan Socialism? Can we not see how 
much Socialism owes to Christ? Is not true 
Christianity the spirit of Socialism, and true 
Socialism simply applied Christianity? 
5 Digitized by VjOOQlC 



DECEMBER 31 

THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN NATION 
If God works through nations to internation- 
alism, what should a Christian nation do? Its 
first duty is to be RIGHTEOUS— that is right. 
What is it to be right? To love. Nations must 
be brought and are being brought to the bar of 
love, to love God and man. What nation does 
the Psalmist call blessed? (Psalm xxxiii., 12). 
What does the Proverb say exalteth a nation? 
(Proverbs xiv., 34). What does Isaiah say shall 
be the fate of the nation that does not serve 
God? (Isaiah lx., 12). 

If every nation, through Christian love, is to 
fulfil the national and social laws laid down in 
the Old Testament, what should the nation do? 
Internally it should see that every individual 
has access to land. (Lev. xxv., 23-24). 

» '* The time will come when the fiat of God 
In thunder shall be told 
For the voice of the great I Am hath said 
That the land shall not be sold." 



A Christian nation will see aJso that every 
man has the right to the use of tools (machinery) 
(Deut. xxiv., 16). People to-day suffer because 
the rich monopolize land and capital. Only the 
nation can prevent this. Against great mono- 
polies individuals are helpless. 

A Christian nation will see that every man 
has equal opportunity for means of transit, com- 
munication, education, art, all that upbuilds life 
(Psalm Ixxii., 1-7). 

The weak, the sick, the young, the old, will 
be specially cared for. (Deut. xv., 7). 

The nation should do all that love requires, 
not by paternalism but in a Co-operative Com- 
monwealth. Externally the nation should co- 
operate with other nations to establish peace and 
equity and love upon this earth. (Micah iv., 
2-3; Isaiah ii., 3-4). 



Economic Subjects and Programs for December 



ECONOMIC PROGRAMS AND SUBJECTS 

December— Public Ownership of Public Utilities. 

January— Municipal " " " 

February— National 

March— The Taxation of Land Values. 

April— The Taxation of Franchises, Inheritances 

and Incomes. 
May— Government Money vs. Bank Money. 
June — Scientific Money. 
July— Postal Savings Banks. 
August— Public Ownership the Only Cure for 

Trusts. Strikes, Government by Inlunc- 

tion and Government by the Sword. 
September— Public Ownership, the Key to Short 

Hours and the Employment of Unemployed. 
October— Direct Legislation. 
November — Proportional Representation. 

GENERAL SUBJECT: "PUBLIC OWN- 
ERSHIP." 

SUBJECTS FOR FOUR MEETINGS. 

FIRST MEETING. 
Subject: The Meaning of " Public Ownership." 

(a) Public Ownership not government owner- 
ship unless the people ARE the government. 
Practical dangers in forgetting this. Public 
Ownership fraternal, not paternal, co-opera- 
tive, not "bureaucratic." 

(b) Public Ownership, universal co-operation 
with advantages of monopolies. Limited 
co-operative efforts lose these advantages. 
They have to compete with other interests, 
perhaps with other co-operative efforts and 
therefore are really competitive and not co- 
operative. Except under exceptional 
circumstances they usually fail. Public own- 
ership has the advantages of monopoly with- 
out the evils of private monopoly. In Eng- 
land, co-operation developed before the days 



of such monopolies as we have today in the 
United States. 
(c) Public Ownership evolutionary, not revolu- 
tionary, or rather like all abiding revolutions 
it conies slowly by economic laws. Refer- 
ences,see Prof. Parsons' Leaflet andStudy on 
Public Ownership. See also references given 
there. 

SECOND MEETING. 

Advantages of Public Ownership. 

See these as tabulated on page 2 of Prof. Par- 
sons' Leaflet and on the last pages of his 
Study on Public Ownership. 

THIRD MEETING. 

Objections Considered. 

See the last page of Prof. Parsons' Leaflet. 
Study also the practical results of Public 
Ownership, on page 5 of the Study. 

FOURTH MEETING. 
Methods of Gaining Public Ownership. 
See page 12 of Prof. Parsons' Study. 

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR DEBATE. 

1. Resolved, That Public Ownership can be 

evolved quicker than other forms of co-ope- 
ration on any adequate scale. 

2. Resolved, That Public Ownership is more 

practical than public control of monopolies. 

3. Resolved, That Public Ownership will remove 

the main sources of political corruption. 

4. Resolved, That Public Ownership of Public 

Monopolies is demanded by the majority of 
people in the United States today. 
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NOTICE OF DEPARTMENTS 
ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT 

Chairman, W. D. P. Bliss, Alhambra, Cal. 
It is desired AT ONCE to complete the organiza- 
tion and enroll members in every section of the 
land. 

Each member of the Union is asked to help in 
this, by suggesting names for state, or county 
committeemen, and by enrolling members. 

Directions for committeemen and for establish- 
ing local branches on application. 



FEDERATION DEPARTMENT 
Chairman, Edwin D. Wheelock, Chicago, 111. 

The aim of this department is to federate with 
the Social Reform Union as many reform organ- 
izations as possible. To be federated with the 
Union, organizations need NOT give up their 
separate names, methods, principles. They can 
remain perfectly free to conduct their own work 
under their own name, in their own way. It is 
not even necessary that all their members accept 
the principles of the Social Reform Union. All 
that is necessary is that such organizations be in 
general sympathy with the aims of the Union, 
and co-operate with it. A committee of co-ope- 
ration should be appointed. As many individual 
members as possible should join the Union. 

Those organizations already co-operating with 
the Union are the newly established College of 
Social Science, the National Christian Citizen- 
ship League, the Golden Rule Club of Toledo, 
Ohio, the Bellamy Clubs of St. Louis, the Order 
of Social Laborers of California. It 'is hoped to 
rapidly extend this list. Address communica- 
tions on this subject to Edwin D. Wheelock, 822 
Association Building, Chicago, 111. 



LECTURE DEPARTMENT 
Chairman, Prof. Frank Parsons. 

This department will prepare and publish a list 
of able sociological lecturers ? giving their names 
and addresses, lists of subjects, most available 
days or periods, and their terms. 

Among these lecturers will be George D. 
Herron, Mayor S. M. Jones, Pres. George A. 
Gates, Rev. B. Fay Mills, W. D. P. Bliss, Dr. 
H. W. Thomas, Eltweed Pomeroy, Prof. Frank 
Parsons, E. W. Bemis, J. R. Commons, D. H. 
Ward, T. E. Will, Mr. John S. Crosby, N. O. 
Nelson, Mrs. Annie S.Diggs, J. W. Breidenthal, 
Miles M. Dawson, Mrs. MilaT. Maynard, Henry 
D. Lloyd, Rev. L. Williams. 

Lecturers desiring to be on this list or know- 
ing of those whose names should be here, are 
requested to send names, address, qualifications, 
subjects, available dates, desired terms, etc., to 

Prof. Frank Parsons, 

Boston University Law School, 

Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 



(- EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT 

.Chairman, Pres. T. E. Will, Manhattan, Kansas 

This important department of the Union's 
work is conducted for the Union, by the faculty 
of the newly established College of Social 
Science, viz.: Thomas E. Will, President of the 
Kansas State Agricultural College; Frank 
Parsons, B. C. E., of the Boston University 
Law School; Edward W. Bemis, Ph. D., late of 
Chicago University and of the Kansas Agri- 
cultural College; John R. Commons. A. M., late 
of Syracuse University; Duren J. H. Ward. Ph. 
D., also of the Kansas Agricultural College; 
Willis J. Abbott, recently editor of the New 
York Journal; and Rev. J. W. Caldwell, A. M., 
founder of Leclair Academy. 

These gentlemen will prepare the educational 
literature of the Union and conduct an educa- 
tional correspondence course. 

The educational literature will consist of: 

(1) POPULAR LEAFLETS, to be published 
with the Bulletin of the Union, one each month, 
on some portion of the platform of the League. 
Price (with the Bulletin) 50 cents per year; 
single copies, $1 per hundred. 

(2) MONTHLY STUDIES, or 8-page studies of 
the same subjects, together with questions for 
research and references for further reading. 
Price (with the Bulletin) $1 per year; single 
copies, $2 per hundred. 

A CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
For those who would pursue further studies. 

Can one learn by correspondence? Ask the 
great Chautauqua and Cosmopolitan Universi- 
ties, the correspondence schools now springing 
up, the numerous home law schools, and the 
correspondence department of the now renowned 
University Extension movement. What is ordi- 
nary college work but reading and hearing the 
teacher read or talk to you? In the corres- 
pondence course the teacher sends all the read- 
ing to you. He makes the explanations in the 
college bulletins, tells you what to read in the 
way of books, systematizes and directs your 
work so that your time and labor are directed to 
definite and useful ends, and makes all needed 
explanations in private letters exactly adapted 
to your particular case. 

The following studies will be ready for corres- 
pondence by September 20, 1899: 

1. History: The Nineteenth Century: The 
Greatest Movement of the Greatest Age. 

2. Literature: Social Ideals in Literature, or 
Utopias from Plato to Howells. 

3. Economics: The Principles of Economics: 
How Nations Are Fed. • 

4. Economics; Evolution of Industrial Mono- 
polies and Trusts. 

5. Finance: American Monetary History. 

6. Ethics: The Origin, Evolution and Con- 
summation of Morality. 

7. Civics: The Science of Citizenship. 
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THE PLAN PROPOSED 
i. THE LESSON. We furnish at interval 
leaflet form or through the press a lessui or 
44 bulletin" carefully and concisely prepared. At 
the end of the lesson and sometimes in the text 
we give references to books the student is recom- 
mended or required to read. Following this 
comes a list of suggestive questions on the 
lesson. By the use of these the student may 
test his knowledge of the lesson and prepare for 
the coming examination. 

2. STUDENTS' QUESTIONS. Whatever 
pains the instructor may have taken to make 
himself dear, not every point will be intelligible 
to every student The student is invited to write 
the college stating his difficulty. It is a part of 
its business to reply and it will do so cheerfully 
and as often as necessary. In doing so be sure 
to follow the directions provided for those who 
ask questions. 

3. The Examination. With his first 
lesson the student receives a set of examination 
questions covering his first two or three lessons. 
When he has mastered the lessons thus covered 
he takes his examination questions and with ink, 
on one side only of clean foolscap paper, he 
answers carefully each question. He then mails 
this examination paper in an envelope furnished 
by the college. This examination paper is care- 
fully corrected. The student's errors and the 
improvements suggested by the instructor are 
indicated in writing or by signs. Each paper is 
graded. If the student attains a grade of 80 per 
cent he is *' passed;" otherwise he is expected to 
take a second examination on the subject covered 
by this examination or such portion of the sub- 
ject as his instructor may deem necessary. On 
attaining the required grade he is passed. The 
student now prepares carefully the text of two or 
three lessons — as indicated to him — and takes an 
examination on these, the questions having been 
mailed to him with the letter informing him that 
he had passed his last examination. Thus lie 
continues until the studv is completed. 

4. CONTINUOUS WORK. On mailinz his 
examination paper the student takes up his next 
lessons. On this and subsequent lessons he 
occupies himself while his papers are on the road 
and are being examined. Thus time is economize. 



3. All College Bulletins and Examinat 
Questions used in teaching. 

4. All the Text-books and Pamphl^c 
cribed as required readings. 

5. The privilege of Consulting the Col2 
on matters pertaining to study after completil 

For all informantion as to the Corresponde 
Course or the Educational Department a<" " 
Pres. Thorns E. Will 

Manhattan, Kansas? 



TUITION CHARGES 
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1. Nineteenth Century History $10 00 $ia oo 

2. Social Ideals, etc 12 00 14 00 

3. Economic Principles , 10 00 12 oc 

4. Industrial Monopolies 10 oo 12 oo 

5. American* Monetary History \ 8 00 10 00 

6. Origin, etc, of Morality 1000 1200 

7. Science of Citizenship ' 10 00 12 <*o 

These charges cover: 

1. All charges for instruction until completion 
of study. 

2. All post'tge on College Bulletins, Exami- 
nation Questions, Corrected Work, and Special 
Information sent by the College. 

/*, 



LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

Conducted for the Social Reform Union by the 
National Co-operative Library Association 
and Publishing Co. of Marshall, Mich. 

This association is incorporated under the laws 
of Michigan for the purpose of establishing social 
reform libraries in every city and village in the 
country. 

The library contains 375 books by the best 
authors in Europe and America and covers every 
phase of the economic and social reform probleros. 
The works of Bellamy, HerroiK Sheldon, George 
Gronlund, Bemis, Parsons, Commons, Bryan, 
Andrews, Delmar, Warner, Harvey, Stewart, 
Teller, Vrooman, Riis, Marx, Jones, Blatchford, 
Ely Howells, and scores of other authors of 
national and international reputation are included. 

This library can be secured either in whole or 
in part; the general plan being to organize five 
branch associations of 75 members each in a 
county or district, to which sections of 75 books 
are sent at a time, said section being changed 
quarterly, thus reducing the cost to each commu- 
nity, yet offering an opportunity to each associa- 
tion to read all trie books in the library. Plans 
for smaller libraries are also offered. 

The membership fee is only 50 cents and en- 
titles each holder of a certificate to a catalogue 
containing a full list and description of each book 
together with the library rules, etc. Members of 
this association are also offered the opportunity of 
purchasing books at from 20 to 33^3 per cent 
less than the list price and subscribing for 
magazines at reduced rates, this, feature alone 
being well worth the membership fee. 

Organizers are wanted and earnest reformers 
are urged to push the work and place a library 
on some one of the plans offered in every no*k 
and corner of our land. Full information re- 
garding this great movement furnished on ap- 
plication. 

Address, The National Co-Operative Library 
Association and Publishing Co., Marshall, Mich. 

PRESS DEPARTMENT 
Chairman— Willis, J. Abbott, New York City. 

This department, perhaps the most important 
of all, has for its work the getting of the matto 
of the Union into the daily, weekly and monthly 
established press. 

Each member of the Union is asked to co-ope- 
rate with it, by wtiting an article about file 
Union, or selecting some of its printed matter, 
and getting it into as many papers in their vici- 
nity as possible. Remember to give the address 
of the Union, at Alhambra, Cal., so that those 
interested in it may know where to write. 
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f l Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people" 
I "He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree " 
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATIONS 

With this number of the Bulletin we close its , 
publication in Alhambra Cal. and Jan. i. shall 
commence in Chicago, 111., on a larger basis. 
The months break is necessary to make this j 
change. There will therefore be no Bulletin for , 
December 15. In January the Bulletin will unite 
with The Social Forum. Its exact form will be 
determined by the newly chosen actingExecutive 
Committee which will meet in Chicago Dec. 29. 
Our readers will therefore receive the new Union 
publication early in January. Suggestions as to , 
the form of this publication are invited. Our 

LEAFLETS AND STUDIES 
However will be continued IN THEIR PRESENT 
FORM. These are becoming too useful to be 
changed. We are receiving orders for them by 
the hundreds and thousands. There may be a 
delay during December in filling orders, but 
all orders will be attended to as promptly as 
possible and after January 1, go regularly from * 
our new office 822 Assoication Building, Chicago 
Ills. 

A NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The National Executive Committee of the 
Union having voted to transfer the National 
headquarters of the Union to Chicago, they have 
voted also that the present Executive Committee 
now composed of Los Angeles men, should re- 
sign and they have appointed a new ACTING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, UNTIL A PER- 
MANENT COMMITTEE CAN BE ELECTED by A 
REFERENDUM VOTE OF ALL THE MEMBERS: 
The members of this committee are W. D. P. 
Bliss, Prof. G. D. Herron, Hon. S. M. Jones, 
N. O. Nelson, Pres. G. A. Gates; Pres. T. E. 
Will, Edwin D. Wheelock, Rev. F. G. 
Strickland, and any others whom these 
gentlemen may vote to add to their number. 
This Acting Executive Committee will convene 
in Chicago at 8*2 Assocation Building 10 a. m. 
Dec. 29, ane day before the assembling of the 
Conference. 



MR. BLISS' ENGAGEMENTS 

Mr. Bliss will speak at the following places on 
the following dates. 

Dec. 2, Oakland Cal. 

Dec. 3, afternoon, Alameda Cal. 

Dec. 3, evening, San Francisco Cal. 

Dec, 4, Sacramento Cal. 

Dec. 6, Portland Or. 

Dec. 7, Seattle Wash. 

Dec. 10, Spokane Wash. 

Dec. 13, Michigan City N. D. 

Dec. 14, afternoon Inkster.N. D. 

Dec. 14, evening Larimore N. D. 

Dec. 15, Grand Forks N. D. 

Dec. 17, Fargo N. D. 

Dec. 20, St. Paul Minn. 

Dec. 21, Minneapolis Minn. 
A few other dates are still being arranged. 

Mr. Bliss can be reached by letter at any of 
these points on these dates Care of General 
Delivery. After Dec. 21, his address will be 
822 Assocation Building Chicago Ills. 



THE KING TRIUMPHANT. 

WRITTEN BY SELWYN IMAGE FOR A LABOR 

DAY SERVICE. 

i. The earth is the LORD'S, the nations are His 
children, 
Yea, though their birthright they know not, 

or deny; 
Rending asunder what GOD hath willed 
united. 

O come, Son of Mary, 
JESU, our Redeemer, 
O come, King triumphant, and reign upon 
earth! 

2. What though the proud withdraw themselves 

beyond us ! 
What though the rich make naught of poor 

men's blood ! 
He, Lord of all, shall lay their pride in ashes. 
O come, Son of Mary, 
JESU, our redeemer, 
O come, King triumphant, and reign upon 
earth! 

3. Even by the meek, who pray for his ap- 

pearing, 
Even by the strong who gird them to the fight, 
The kingdoms of this world shall be made 
our CHRIST'S dominions. 

O come, Son of Mary, 
JESU, our Redeemer, 
O come, King triumphant, and reign upon 
earth! 

4. Who shall despair, though round us be con- 

fusion; 
Though not for us the perfect order dawn ? 
The Day-Star is seen, the darkness is de- 
parting ! 

O come, Son of Mary, 
JESU, our Redeemer, 
O come, King triumphant, and reign upon 
earth! 
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THE DAY OF THE LORD 
BY CHARLES KINGSLEY 



The day of the Lord is at hand, at hand! 

Its storms roll up the sky; 
The nations sleep starving on heaps of gold; 

All dreamers toss and sigh; 
The night is darkest before the morn; 
When the pain is sorest the child is born, 
And the Day of the Lord at hand— 
The Day of the Lord at hand. 

<jather you, gather you, angels of God — 

Freedom and mercy and truth; i 

O come! for the earth has grown coward and old; | 

Come down, and renew us her youth. [ 

Wisdom, self-sacrifice, daring and love, i 

Haste to the battlefield, stoop from above, | 

To the Day of the Lord at hand— ! 

To the Day of the Lord at hand. 



Gather you, gather you, hounds of hell — 

Famine and plague and war; 
Idleness, bigotry, cant and misrule, 

Gather and fall in the snare; 
Hireling and Mammonite, bigot and knave, 
Crawl to the battlefield, sneak to your grave, 
In the Day of the Lord at hand- 
In the Day of the Lord at hand. ' 

Who would sit and sigh for a lost age of gold? 

While the Lord of all ages is here? 
True hearts will le;»p up at the trumpet of God, 

And those who can suffer can dare; 
Each old age of gold was an iron age, too, 
And the meekest of saints mav find stern work to 
In the Day of the Lord at hand— [do, 

In the Dav of the I ord at hand. ' 
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HINTS FOR BIBLE LESSONS IN SOCIAL REFORM 



BIBLE CLASS SUBJECTS 

THL SUBJECTS FOR EACH MONTH WILL BE 
October - The Religious Basis of Democracy 

November The Divine State 

December - The Christian Idea of Nationality 

January - Cities of God 

I ebruary - The Reformation of the State 

March The Bible Doctrine of Land 

April The Bible Doctrine of Wealth 

May -- Mammonlsm 

June - The Debt of Love 

July - - - The Duty of the Individual to the State 

August - - - Relation of the State to the Individual 

September - Christ's Method In Reform 

\ 

Subject for January : " Cities of God " 

JANUARY '7. 

THE GENERAL IDEAL 
We study this month the Christian Ideal for a 
city. How are we to deduce this from the teach- 
ing of Christ, since he gave no specific directions 
for true civic life? Is it not by asking what the 
law of love, the Golden Rule, Christ's general 
principle requires when applied to this particular 
problem? (Matt. xxii. 35-40). Some people say 
that because Christ said little about city life and 
the principles of government, he was largely 
indifferent to these matters and concerned only 
in reaching the individual heart, and that there- 
fore it is absurd to talk about Christian govern- 
ments, Christian cities, Christian politics; is 
this right? Was it not Christ's general method 
to lay down no details of any kind— but only 
the general principle and to leave his followers 
to work out the application? Is Christianity a 
series of ordinances and detailed directions of 
what to do, or a new principle, a new life, a new 
love? Does Christ anywhere, in so many 
words, tell people not to lie, not to get intoxi- 
cated, not to murder? Yet because Christ does 
not actually lay down laws on these subjects, do 
we say that He is indifferent to these things? 
Have we any more right to say that He is 
indifferent to corrupt politics and bad city life, 
because He lays down no minute laws for cities? 
Is it not a foundation principle of Christianity, 
that Christ wants men to choose, men to decide, 
and so develop the power of judgment and 
decision as to what is right, so that we can be 
Christian men and women, not mere puppets in 
God's hands? Have we not the duty and 
responsibility of decision and choice? Are we 
not co-operators with God? (Phil. ii. 12; Sup„ 
xii. 13-16). Is not a Christian city a city 



where love reigns? And is it not trie law for 
such a city to carry out whatever details the law 
of love requires? Is it not suggestive that 
heaven is so often portrayed under the symbol 
of a city, the new Jerusalem? (Rev. iii.. 12 and 
xxi. 2 and 10-21; Gal. iv. 26; Heb. xi. 10 and 16, 
xii. 22, xiii. 14; Isaiah lii. 1; Ezek. xl.-xlviii.) 
Are our modern cities types of heaven or of 
ancient Babylon? If the latter, will they endure? 
(Rev. xiv. 8: Ezek. xxii. 2-5; Nab. iii. 1; Zeph. 
iii. 1-5; Seh. xix. 41-46. 

JANUARY 14. 

CITY REAL ESTATE. 
What does the Law of Love teach as to city 
real estate? American cities are becoming cities 
of a few landlords and hundreds of thousands of 
tenants. Says the last census: 

There are 430 cities and towns that have a population of 
8,000 to 100,000, and in these cities and towns, in 100 home 
families, on the average, are found 64 that hire their homes, 
12 that own with encumbrance, and 24 that own without 
encumbrance. 

The cities that have a population of 100,000 and over num- 
ber 28, and in these cities 77.17 per cent, of the home families 
hire and 22.81 per cent, own their homes; 37.80 per cent, of 
the home-owning families have encumbrance on their homes, 
and 62.20 per cent, own and occupy homes free of encum- 
brance. Among: 100 home families, on the average, 77 hire, 
9 own with encumbrance, and 14 without encumbrance. 

Thus in the smaller cities less than a quarter 
of the population live in their own homes un- 
mortgaged, and in the larger cities less than 14 
per cent. In these cities 77 per cent, of the 
families pay rent, and 9 per cent, more pay 
interest on their house. 

In New York City only 7 per cent, of the 
families own a home. In certain wards of some 
cities not 1 per cent, of the people own a home. 

Is this a Christian state of affairs? And study 
the over-crowding. In Chicago 38 per cent., in 
Cincinnati 48 per cent, in Brooklyn 53 per 
cent., in New York 82 per cent., of the families 
live in tenements OCCUPIED BY THREE OR 
MORE FAMILIES. In New York 38 per cent, 
(more than one-third) live in tenements OCCU- 
PIED BY TEN OR MORE FAMILIES. In such 
tenements cleanliness, privacy, pure home life, 
seem scarcely possible. In London Gen. Booth 
estimates that 1,000,000 people are poorer housed 
ttian most horses. Yet our cities are wealthy. 
pays Dr. Josiah Strong: 

|l is the city where wealth is massed; and here are the 

* tangible evidences of it piled manv stories high. Here th^ 

ywav of Mammon k% widest, and his worship the most con 
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«tant and e.ijjer. Here are luxuries gathered- everything 
that dazzles the eye or tempts the appefljte; here is the most 
extravngnnt expenditure. Here, also, is the CONGESTION of 
wealth the severest. ' 

Is this condition of things Christian? Did 
Cjoii give New York City to the Astors? or 
London to the Duke of Westminster? The rent 
London pays to landlords is estimated at $200,- 
000,000 annually. The Astor wealth paid that 
family for doing nothing except receive rent is 
estimated at $50,000,000. 

What does the Bible say of those who join 
house to house? (Isaiah v. 8-9; Mich. ii. 1-3). 

What did Christ say of " religious" people 
who devour widows' houses? (Luke xx. 47;' 
Matt. xix. 26). 

What does St. James say? (St. James v. 1-5). 
What did the earlv Christians do? (Acts iv. 
34-35). 

Is it Christian for rich men to go on adding to 
their wealth, speculating in land values, invest- 
ing rents and then giving a little of the money 
to helping the poor and founding chapels and 
missions in the slums? 

Did Jesus Christ feed only the soul? or did He 
provide for the bodily wants of all, good, bad, 
and indifferent, the unworthy and the worthy, 
feeding the people, healing all that were brought 
to Him, caring for the body, giving the bread of 
earth as well as the bread of heaven? It is 
Christ's Christianity, not to go and plant mis- 
sions in the slums, but by Christian laws to 
abolish the slums and give every family a home, 
every child fresh air, every man a chance. 

So far as land goes, may this not be done by 
taxing land to its full rental value, no matter 
how it is used? Then if mep had to pay for 
land not in use, as much as for land in use, 
people could not afford to buy land in the 
suburbs, hold it without using it, for a rise in 
value, so clearing large profits for themselves 
without work, and thus keeping up the price of 
suburban land and compelling the city workers 
to herd together in city tenements. 

Secondly, if land were taxed to its full value, 
asit rose in value, through the growth of the 
city and through city improvements, the taxes 
would rise, and the increased value wouid thus 
go— not to the pockets of the landlord who had 
not caused the growth in value, but to the city 
treasury to provide free parks, free libraries, 
better schools, better drainage— improvements 
for everybody. 

Thirdly, if landlords found that they could not 
live -off of land, because the land was so taxed, 
the value of land would come down, each would 
retain only such land as he could use and pay 



^for, and so everybody could own land and ha*e 
•a home. All the people would then own the 
land which God gave to all. 

Land for all is the Old Testament Law (Liv. 
xxv. 23), which Christ .came to fulfill. (Matt. 
v. 17). See Micah iv. 4; Zach, iii: 10. 



JANUARY 22. 
CITY TAXES AND ADMINISTRATION. 
To-day in most American cities instead of tax- 
ing landlords, and especially the great owners of 
land, the banks, the larger corporations, the 
transit companies and railroads, the rich largely 
dodge taxes and the poor pay. In Chicago, in 
1893, the net taxable credits and moneys of the 
27 State banks the auditor reported at $20,040,- 
876; they were assessed for taxes in 1804 at 
only $53,025. The street railways of St. Louis 
pay their stock and bondholders dividends on 
$40,000,000; they pay taxes on only $4,246,190. 
in New York State, speaking especially of cities, 
the assessors in their report for 1881 say: 

Women, heirs, executors, administrators, guardians, and 
trustees of persons of unsound mind, are assessed beyoud all 
measure of justice. * * The same assessor, however, if 
not forgetting his oath when inquiring of the wealthy neigh- 
bor as to his personal, very likely accepts the negative 
answer as truthful, though it is well known to the community 
that he possesses targe means. The one has not yet learned 
how to cover the personal property by an assumed Indebted- 
ness, while the other is well versed In the many devices by 
which he may escape even the ' diligent ' assessor. 

How far we are also from taxing land in pro- 
portion to its rising value may be seen in Illinois, 
where town and city lots were assessed for 7 per 
cent, less in 1893 than in 1873; railroads were 
assessed 38 per cent, less; the property of other 
corporations was assessed 74 per cent. less. 
Thus the property of the rich increasingly 
escapes taxation. 

Why is this? Because of the corruption of 
city officials and assessors. Rich corporations 
and capitalists contribute to the campaign funds 
of a party, it does not matter much which. The 
party managers spend this money in paying 
party heelers who devote all their time to getting 
their tools elected. These tools become our city 
officials, and as a return for election expenses, 
and sometimes for direct bribes, these officials 
favor the railroads and corporations. Says 
Pres. Andrew D. White: 

Without the slightest exaggeration, we may assert that, 
with very few exceptions, the city governments of the United 
States are the worst in Christendom, the most expensive, the 
most Inefficient, and the most corrupt. * * 

The city halls of these larger towns are the acknowledged 
centers of the vilest corruption. They are absolutelv de- 
moralizing, not only to those who live under their sway, hut 
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e country .it large. Such cities, like the decaying spots 
P«- fruit, ten J to corrupt the whole body politic. 

aid Charles Francis Adams in 1887: 

t«r existing coalition between the Brie Railway and the 
• mam Hin% is a natural one, for the former needs votes, 
Litter money. 

uHit corruption is the foundation on which corporations 
i\ % JepenJ for their political power. There Is a natural 
U-rn v to coalition between them and the lowest strata of 
ti» al intelligence and morality. 

What is the Christian cure for these ills? To 
plv to cities the Christian idea of Brotherhood. 
•t the cities own and operate local transit, the 
»pply of water, gas, electric lighting, etc. not 
r private profit but for the good of all. Then 
it- re will be no great private corporations living 
1 public franchises and making large contribu- 
«>ns to party machines to elect corupt men. If 
h» the cities owned and operated these great 
iterests, and received the profits, the cities 
*ould be able to employ and offer a career to the 
.ble men who now scorn official positions and 
ntcr corporation service. Thus public owner- 
ihip will both bring a better class of men into 
>rtice and remove the great reservoirs of city 
;orruption-money. This is .not theory but 
practice* Birmingham, England, down to 1877 
was one of the worst governed cities in England 
dominated by a "tavern coterie ". That year 
Mayor Chamberlain began a program of city 
ownership. Good men and strong ' were in- 
terested in city action. Today the city is one of 
the best governed in the world; its citizens 
** owners of a magnificent estate and partners in 
vast and lucrative industrial undertakings. It 
pays to follow Christ. The true foundations of 
civil success are justice, fraternity, love. See 
Isaiah x 1-3. Jerimiah xxii 13-17. Nahum iii. 1-3 
Habakuk 11 6. & 12-14. Luke iv 24, & xiii 16-21 
James v, 1-8. 

JANUARY 28. 

THE CITY BEAUTIFUL 
What could a City of God, a City of Brother- 
ly love do with the moneys that would come into 
its treasury, If it received all the value of the 
land, and ail the profits ofcity monopolies? It 
could give work to every idle man, in building 
beautiful parks, clean streets, healthy drainage, 
proper homes for everybody to be rented at little 
above cost, (as Glasgow and London and other 
cities are begining to do). Then every honest 
man could earn. There would be little or no 
need of charity. Children could be brought up 
in good homes and a. children would not have 
to earn, they could go long to school. Hence 
the next generation would be better brought up, 



less intemperate and less licentious, for evil is 
mainly the result of bad homes and bad bringing 
up. (Proverbes xxii 6.) Then too if every man 
had work, married women and children would 
not have to work. This would help make home 
life possible. Unmarried women who desired to 
work would receive higher wages, cut down at 
present by the competion of partly supported 
wives and children. With suburban land made 
more cheap, by forbidding their being held for 
rise in values, and with cheap public transit, 
poor people could afford to live in the country 
and the cities would be less crowded. The city 
could build free art galleries, libraries, gymna- 
sumes, baths, as the English cities are doing 
with the revenues from public ownership. Then 
the working man would be less tempted to the 
saloon (too often at present "the poor man's 
,only club ") and desperation would less 
frequently drive men there. This IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH THE RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT 
OF RIGHTIOUS INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER, 
would make our cities beautiful, healthy, pure. 
Jf we seek FIRST the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness (justice, lightness) shall all these 
things be added unto us? (Matt, vi 33,.) See 
Zach. viii 3-6. Isaiah lxv 17-25. Revelations 
xxi 2-4. 

ECONOMIC SUBJECTS FOR JANUARY 
General Subject: "Municipalism" 

FIRST MEETING 
Subject — Causes of Corruption in United 
States Cities. 

SECOND MEETING 
Subject—Effect of Municipalism upon Munici- 
pal Corruption. 

THIRD MEETING 
Subject— Effect of Municipalism upon the 
health, happiness and prosperity of the citizen. 
FOURTH MEETING. 
Subject— Comparison of European and Ameri- 
can cities. 

SUGGETED QUESTIONS FOR DEBATE. 

1. Resolved that the existence of private 
monopolies is the main cause of municipal cor- 
ruption. 

2. Resolved that we should introduce munici- 
pal ownership in order to purify city government. 

3. Resolved that Municipal Ownership is 
better than Municipal Control. 

4. Resolved that Municipal Ownership would 
improve public morals. 
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